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By Lorene Moore

I
f you ever wonder 
how much difference 
one person can make 
in the world all you 

have to do is look at the 
life and legacy of Col. Gail 
S. Halvorsen, The Berlin 
Candy Bomber. Thousands 
gathered in Provo and 
Spanish Fork last month 
to celebrate the change he 
made in the world when he 
shared two sticks of gum at 
the fence around Berlin’s 
Templehof Airport in 1948. 

At the end of World War 
II, Germany was divided 

into four sectors adminis-
tered by the allied coun-
tries. Although deep in the 
Russian sector, the city of 
Berlin was also split into 
four sectors. 

In the first move of what 
would become the Cold 
War, Stalin blockaded the 
roads, railways and water-
ways that led to the city of 
Berlin, completely cutting 
off the city from the supplies 
and support they desperately 
needed to survive. Stalin 
tried to force the allies to 
abandon Berliners rather 
than start World War III. 
What Stalin didn’t count 

on was American ingenuity 
and downright stubborn 
determination. With ground 
travel blocked the allies took 
to the skies to keep the city 
and the people of Berlin 
alive and free. 

One day, while his plane 
was being unloaded, Colonel 
Halvorsen walked over to 
the fence around Temple-
hof airport to photograph 
children gathered there. 
He wanted to give them 
something to encourage 
them, but all he had was 
two sticks of gum. He was 
amazed when the children 
took those two sticks of gum 
tore them into small pieces 
and passed them around to 
as many kids as possible. 

Those who didn’t get the 
gum took turns smelling the 
wrapper. Colonel Halvorsen 
came away from that fence 
determined to do more to 
bring smiles to the faces of 
those children. He told the 
children to watch for him 
to wiggle the wings of his 
plane when he came into the 
airport the next day.

Colonel Halvorsen went 

back to his barracks, gath-
ered his and his bunkmates 
candy rations then tied 
parachutes to the bounty. 
The next day, on approach 
to Templehof, he wiggled 
his wings back and forth. 
Children below recognized 
the signal and ran to gather 
what they called “candy 
from heaven.” 

From the thoughtful act 
of one man, it grew into a 
movement that drew people 
in from around the world. 
The airli� was a resounding 
success and thanks to Colo-
nel Halvorsen and the airli� 
pilots, food became just a 
small part of what was being 
delivered. Hope was deliv-
ered to Berlin on wiggling 
wings and white parachutes. 

For over 70 years Colonel 
Halvorsen shared the values 
and beliefs that led him to 
share those two sticks of 
gum with his family, com-
munity and the world. He 
passed away, at 101, this 
February.

The Gail S. Halvorsen 
Aviation Education Foun-
dation, Berlin Airli� His-

torical Foundation, Airli� 
Tankers Association, Civil 
Air Patrol, and Air Force 
Air Mobility Command, are 
just a few of the many orga-
nizations led by and impact-
ed by Colonel Halvorsen’s 
lifelong mission. Last month 
they all came together to 
celebrate his life and chal-
lenge the next generation of 
candy bombers.

The two-day celebration 
began with tours of the 
new terminal at the Provo 
Airport and two planes that 
represent the mission Colo-
nel Halvorsen dedicated his 
life too. 

The Spirit of Freedom is a 
World War II era C-54 that 
has been lovingly restored 
by the Berlin Airli� Histor-
ical Foundation and turned 
into a living museum for the 
Berlin Airli� and Colonel 
Halvorsen. Following his 
military career, Colonel 
Halvorsen flew with Tim 
Chopp in The Spirit of 
Freedom for more than 
20 years, delivering candy 
drops to air shows and other 
events, teaching about the 
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� Courtesy photo
With the simple offering of two sticks of gum to children at the Berlin Wall in 1948, Col. Gail S. Halvors-
en changed the world with a simple act of kindness. 

Colonel Halvorsen at the Berlin Wall.
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It’s Okay to Stumble.
Just Get Back Up and

Keep Going!

What Are Your Dreams?
Call for a FREE HEALTH ASSESSMENT

801-380-7833
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 Transformational Coach

By Kelly Martinez

For many, the foot-
ball-less blues kicks in 
shortly a�er the end of 
the Super Bowl in early 
February and last until 
the waning days of 
summer when the Na-
tional Football League 
season starts anew.

There was a time, 
however, when football 
fans only had to wait a 
few weeks between the 
end of the NFL season 
and the beginning of 
another high-quality 
professional football 
league’s season. That 
time was the 1980s 
when the United 
States Football League 
captured the coun-
try’s attention with its 

star-studded rosters 
that threatened to steal 
the spotlight from the 
NFL.

Legal and financial 
issues put an end to 
the USFL a�er three 
seasons and many of 
its players found spots 
on NFL rosters soon 
a�er. Following the 
league’s folding in 1986, 
five USFL players (Jim 
Kelly, Steve Young, 
Sam Mills, Reggie 
White, and Gary Zim-
merman) went on to 
Hall-of-Fame careers 
in the NFL. Two 
USFL coaches were 
also inducted into the 
HOF a�er the league’s 
demise (George Allen 
and Marv Levy).

Fast forward 35 years 

to 2021 and the USFL 
resurfaced as an eight-
team league that is cur-
rently in its inaugural 
season. If you blinked, 
you may have missed 
this.

Organized into two 
divisions, USFL teams 
include franchises in 
Birmingham, Houston, 
Detroit, East Ruth-
erford, New Orleans, 
Pittsburgh, Philadel-
phia, and Tampa Bay.

In addition to obtain-
ing the rights to use 
the 1980s league’s logo, 
the current USFL also 
has the rights to use 
team names from the 
former incarnation of 
the league, which the 
current teams do. That 
includes the rights to 

teams that don’t cur-
rently exist, such as the 
Los Angeles Express 
and Chicago Blitz.

Despite legal efforts 
to stop the current 
USFL from starting its 
inaugural season, the 
league got underway 
anyway in mid-April of 
this year.

While the USFL 
plays football in much 
the same way that the 
NFL does, there are 
noticeable differences, 
including ones that in-
volve timing, kickoffs, 
and punts.

One of the more no-
table differences is the 
option of a three-point 
conversion following 
a touchdown, which 
involves converting on 

an offensive play from 
the 10-yard line.

While the current 
version of the USFL 
bears its predeces-
sor’s name, there is 
no official connection 
between the leagues. 
In fact, a group named 
The Real USFL, 
LLC, filed a lawsuit 
in an attempt to stop 
the current USFL 
season before it began. 
The group reportedly 
included the owners 
of the original league 
and its team owners. A 
federal judge ruled in 
favor of the new league 
two days before the 
2022 season started. 
The ruling also gave 
the new league rights 
to the previous league’s 

logo and team names.
It’s not clear yet how 

good the quality of 
play is in the current 
USFL, but it’s unlikely 
it’ll produce the likes 
of Kelly, Young, and 
White like the 1980s 
USFL did.

Not too keen on the 
idea of another pro 
football league? Brace 
yourself; another one – 
which actually started 
play in 2020 and ceased 
its schedule due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic – 
is set to return in early 
2023. Remember the 
XFL? That’s the one. 
That league’s a story 
for another article. Stay 
tuned. (Martinez is a 
Serve Daily contributor.)

Is the USFL the real deal or a knocko�?

 Local Business

By Mike Vowels

It is with sadness and 
excitement that Leavitt 
Insurance and Central 
Bond Services an-
nounces the retirement 
of Kristyl Ripplinger. 

Kristyl has worked 
with Leavitt Insurance 
since November 2010 

when she moved to 
Santaquin from Colo-
rado. 

In Colorado she and 
her husband Curt 
owned and operated 
the family insurance 
agency located in La-
fayette.

She has been a li-
censed insurance agent 

since 1998. At both 
locations she was pro-
ficient in her handling 
of all forms of personal 
insurance from cars, 
homes, mobile homes, 
farms and anything else 
that would fall un-
der the personal lines 
realm. 

Not only was she 

professional but just 
about every client she 
helped became her 
friend. That is just 
how Kristyl operated. 
It’s the personal touch 
and it really does mat-
ter to people. 

In retirement the 
door is open to the 
possibilities to keep 

her busy. Kristyl has 
a wonderful voice and 
is a great soloist. In 
Utah she has seven 
grandchildren and one 
grand daughter-in-law. 
In Colorado she has 
15 grandchildren. Do 
you see traveling in her 
future? (Serve Daily 
submission.)

Insurance agent retires to pursue her passions and chase her grandchildren

Kristyl Ripplinger.
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TAKE CARE OF ALL THE
FUNERAL PRE-ARRANGEMENT 
DETAILS AND GIVE YOURSELF 
AND YOUR FAMILY THE PEACE-
OF-MIND YOU DESERVE.

After working with Spring Creek Utah Mortuary, we feel that Steve may be one of the kindest humans 
on the planet. He is thoughtful and both present when we needed and respectful of our space. He 
accommodated our every wish for a meaningful service. The space is lovely and peaceful. ~ Laura P.

  Tributes
LuJean 

Cunico-Weber
May 4, 1949
May 11, 2022

Long before LuJean’s 
valiant and courageous 
battle with brain can-
cer she wrote her own 
obitu-
ary. She 
dreamed 
of living 
in 
Asiago, 
Italy till 
the ripe 
old age 
of 94 
and living out her days 
wearing purple.

In LuJean’s words:
Louella Jean (LuJean) 

Cunico-Weber, (94) of 
Salem, Utah. Passed 
away August 4, 2043 in 
Asiago, Italy.

LuJean, Louey, Lulu, 
or Louella Jean Cunico 
was born May 4, 1949 
in Provo, Utah to Jean 
Olea Shepherd (May 
31, 1923 - December 
9, 1996) and Charles 
(Chuck) Christopher 
Cunico (December 24, 
1919 - June 25, 1990). 
LuJean was the second 
of 5 children: Robert, 
LuJean, John, Jeff and 
Angie.

LuJean grew up 
in Orem and grad-
uated from Orem 
High School. A�er 
High School she 
got a summer job at 

Signal Mt. Lodge in 
the heart of Grand 
Teton National Park 
in Wyoming. Work-
ing at Signal Lodge 
was her favorite job. 
When she returned 
home, she had saved 
up enough money to 
buy her dream car, a 
beautiful pale yellow 
1967 Mustang from her 
Uncle Lee (her moth-
er’s brother). Later that 
year she began working 
at Signetics in Orem, 
Utah where she met 
her first husband Greg 
Hullinger. LuJean 
married Gregory Alan 
Hullinger on August 
20, 1971 in the Salt 
Lake City Temple. 
They had four chil-

dren: Damon Chris-
topher, Andrea Jean, 
Brook Lin, and Adam 
J.

LuJean worked for 
the State of Utah and 
the Alpine School 
District and had the 
privilege of owning her 
own business (Valley 
Mill Works) with her 
second husband Bart 
Weber.

The greatest trea-
sures in her life were 
her sweetheart Bart 
and her children: Da-
mon, Andi, Brook and 
Adam, their grandchil-
dren and great grand-
child.

Memories and 
Moments that made 
her smile: Summers 

at Swi� Creek in 
the Uintah’s with 
the Hullinger Fami-
ly, Thanksgiving in 
Idaho with her cousin 
Jeannie, racquetball, 
running, fishing with 
her brother-in-law Ron 
Larsen, and of course 
“Jeanealogy”, other-
wise known as family 
history or genealogy, 
however thanks to her 
mother’s interest the 
term Jeanealogy was 
coined and seemed to 
stick around in the Cu-
nico family. Her great-
est Jeanealogy treasure 
hunt was meeting 
Cunico families from 
around the world in-
cluding Illinois, Mich-
igan, New Mexico, 

California, Canada and 
Italy and attending 
the wonderful Cunico 
Family Reunion in 
Asiago Italy spearhead-
ed by her genius cous-
in, Barth Cunico from 
Marseilles, Illinois.

LuJean was an active 
member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. She 
served her first mission 
at the St. George Fami-
ly History Center with 
her husband Bart and 
a second mission at the 
ROC (Records Opera-
tion Center) in Orem, 
Utah. She specialized 
in Italian images and 
records.

A�er her divorce 
from Greg Hullinger, 
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