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40 YEARS SINCE “FOOTLOOSE™?

Can it be? Author writing book commemorating this milestone

By Arianne Brown

Nearly 40 years ago, a film crew
along with several up-and-coming
actors and actresses made their way
to the town of Payson to make a
movie about a big city teenage boy
who moved to a small town. That
movie starring the likes of Kevin
Bacon, John Lithgow and Sara
Jessica Parker would gross over $80
million, but more importantly, it
would freeze towns like Payson in
time forever and ever.

With many changes on the hori-
zon, specifically the rebuilding of
Payson High School in 2025, an
author who grew up in Payson is
working on writing a book that will
document what it was like to live in
the town while the movie was being
filmed.

The Author’s name is TJ
Tranchell, and the book he has been

He also said that he wants to give
Payson its due credit as a main film-
ing location for the film.

“The interesting part is that
there are people who think more
of (the movie) was done in Lehi
than Payson (because of the Roller
Muills),” Tranchell said. “I am here
to dispel the myth.”

According to IMBD, parts of the
movie were filmed throughout Utah
County in American Fork, Provo,
Lehi and even Vineyard. That being
said, Payson was a main location.

In fact, the opening scene itself
was filmed in Payson, along with
the infamous tractor scene that was
filmed on Goosenest Dr. The car
racing scene was on 12000 South,
the old car wash was used, as was
a gas station. And let’s not forget
Payson High School, home of the
Lions as the center for fictional
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his own experiences growing up in
Payson as a child raised with family
in the theater and movie industry,
he wants to get locals to add some
firsthand flare to the book as well.

fun surprises that I didn’'t expect,”
Tranchell said. “The last time | was
inside of Payson High School was
1998, and it smells the same in a
good way.”

Along with doing some
field research while in
town, Tranchell put out
some social media feelers
on the “Payson News
and Goings On” Face-
book group page, where
he asked locals to weigh
in on their experiences in
the town while the movie
was being filmed.

“Wow! 40 years ago?!
Unbelievable,” a com-
menter wrote. | was in
ninth grade. The car
wash that was in the
movie ... happened to be
my family’s car wash. |
remember being in lock
down while they filmed
(Kevin Bacon’s charac-
ter) washing his car. My
dad had to actually show
Kevin Bacon how to use
the car wash. He had
no clue. All (well most)
the teenage girls thought
Kevin Bacon was good looking.”

Another local gave an interesting
tidbit about why the movie wasn't
rated R like it was originally sup-
posed to be.

“My parents, the Ereksons, ran
the Huish Theatre at the time,” the
comment read.

“Footloose was supposed to be
rated R, (and) my dad told the film-
makers that Payson didn’t show R
movies and if it was R, he wouldn’t
show it. They changed a few things
so it could be shown in Payson.”

One woman said that she cooked
the Thanksgiving turkey, and an-
other told about the yellow Volk-
swagen Beetle belonging to her dad
—who sold it not long a er the film
came out!

Tranchell, who no longer lives
in Payson, says that it will always

Author TJ Tranchell

be home to him. He also said that
while the town has changed so
much, and is still changing, that he
wants the book to highlight what
Paysin was then and what it is now.

“The subtitle | decided on is ‘40
Years A er Footloose” because |
want to show readers that even
though things have changed so
much, that it is still a great town,
and change isn’t always bad. Sure,
I love watching the film and saying
‘“That’s what it used to look like,
but it won't look the same again,
and that’s OK, too.”

Over the coming weeks and
months, Tranchell is gathering
accounts from locals to put in his
book, and is asking for those who
have anything to add, to email him
at tj.tranchell@gmail.com.
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An Experience for All the Senses’

Wings and Wheels in Spanish
Fork is a Sight to be Heard

By Ed Helmick

Itisn't o en that one can watch
an airplane and car show, let alone
airplane and car races — all from
the same location. But, if you've
ever been to the Wings and Wheels
event in Spanish Fork, you know
that it is possible to experience the
sights (and sounds) of motorized
vehicles both low and high all at the
same time.

This daylong event that will take
place on September 24 from 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m. at the Spanish Fork Air-
port, is sure to bring you to sensory
overload as these skilled profession-
als demonstrate their flying and
roading machines. The smell of tire
rubber, the sound of 200 miles per
hour airplanes slicing through the
air.

The precision control that pilots
have of the airplanes is unmatched
as they maneuver outside normal
straight and level flight. Watching
drivers control street legal automo-
biles in the races, is unbelievable, as
one would never think such a tight

Paratransit service offers
freedom for Patrons in need

By John Chase

1/8-mile course could be driven so
fast by everyday cars.

A particularly unique feature of
Wings and Wheels is the “Exotic
Car Runway Attack.” This is an
opportunity to take your vehicle to
its limits on a ¥ mile-long runway.
This event is popular with owners
of Lamborghinis, Bugattis, Cor-
vettes, McLarens, and Porsches.
Nissans and other car brands have
also turned in remarkable times.
Anyone can enter, and the winner
is the car with the fastest time
down the runway.

If you’re not convinced by now
to attend the Wings and Wheels
event, it is important to note that
this is not your typical air show and
street racing event. This whole day
is like a three-ring circus, with sev-
eral things going on simultaneously
for the varied interest of the attend-
ees. There’s a Cessna Citation busi-
ness jet demonstration, RC model
flights, live music, a car show with
awards. Also, to make sure you are
not getting bored, an aircra flybys
and a spot landing contest will be

Photo by Ed Helmick

Street Racing Among the hangars at Spanish Fork Airport

going on in the a ernoon.

But before you think that it will
be all loud noises and breakneck
speed motorized vehicles, there will
be intermittent moments of pause
as the skydivers glide to the earth in
their sport parachutes for onlookers
to admire.

This show that is referred to as
“Utah’s Festival of Speed” will sure-
ly be filled with sights and sounds
you will remember for the remain-

der of your life.

Tickets for the event are $12 and
can only be ordered online at SFC-
ity Tix.com. Children 10 and under
admitted free with ticketed adults.
Tickets can also be purchased the
day of the event at the gate, with an
additional $3 fee. Plan on bringing
your ear plugs, especially for the
children. Mark the date, Saturday,
September 24 at the Spanish Fork
airport.

Utah Valley Paratransit
0 ers reliable transportation
for many community mem-
bers who are unable to ride
other Utah Transit Author-
ity services. The Paratransit
system serves people with
physical, cognitive, or visual
disabilities who are unable
to ride the fixed bus route.
The situation can be perma-
nent, temporary, or circum-
stantial.

The system that has been
operating for more than a

decade by the United Way
of Utah County, was cre-
ated as a provision of the
Americans with Disabilities
Act as a way for the UTA to
provide paratransit service
wherever public transporta-
tion is present.

While the Patransit is sim-
ilar to other UTA systems
in the state, rather than
having stops at designat-
ed transit spots, riders are
picked up and dropped o
directly at their individual
locations.

The Utah Valley Para-
transit o ers freedom and
independence to go to work,
access medical care, as well
as leisure activities. This
service frees families or
caregivers from transporting
them throughout the day,
and allows individuals to
get out at their convenience
without relying on caregiv-
ers. Many customers get to
socialize with fellow pas-
sengers that share the same
route daily, o ering another
layer of support, love and

friendship.

This service extends to
Salt Lake and Davis coun-
ties via transfers, allowing
users of the Patransit the
chance to travel across coun-
ty lines. Customers may
also be taken to and from
the Frontrunner stations, as
well as the new station that
recently opened in Vine-
yard.

The rides generally cost
$4 per individual. For
some, the cost is covered by
medical insurance or grants

through employers. Riders
can also purchase a punch
card or pay with cash.

Utah Valley Paratransit is
0 en looking to hire driv-
ers for full-time, part-time
or seasonal work, with all
training being provided and
paid for. Interested can-
didates are asked to email
resumes to garyt@united-
wayuc.org.

Those interested in cer-
tifying themselves or loved
ones for the Paratransit
service, call 801-287-2263.

No Act of Kindness, No Matter How Small, Is Ever Wasted - aesop
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‘The Orville’;

By Kelly Martinez

SERIES RATING OVERALL: 4 out of 5 Stars
SEASON 3 RATING: 4.5 out of 5 Star

In 1966, an unheralded science fiction show
debuted on television that lasted only three sea-
sons and 79 episodes. “Star Trek” was the show,
and in spite of its limited initial success, has
lived long and prospered in the form of motion
pictures, additional TV series, graphic novels,
and merchandise. It has also inspired many other
movies and TV shows, including the action fic-
tion series “The Orville.”

“The what?” you might ask.

In 2017, FOX aired Seth MacFarlane’s “The
Orville,” a satirical take on the science fiction
genre that respectfully poked fun at the Star Trek
universe. McFarlane, who is also the creator of

shows like “Family Guy” and “American Dad!” is

well known for his satirical take on life in gener-
al, so it’s no surprise that “The Orville” follows
suit.

Be that as it may, MacFarlane is an admitted
fan of the Star Trek franchise, and it shows in

“The Orville”
and its evolution.
Set 400 years in
the future, “The
Orville” centers
on Capt. Ed Mer-
cer, who in the
premier episode,
catches his wife
cheating on him.
Following the
ensuing divorce,
he’s unexpectedly
promoted to cap-
tain of the USS
Orville. Soon
a er, his first
0 cer arrives
and is none other
than his adulterous ex-wife, Kelly Grayson, who
was also responsible for Mercer’s promotion in
a behind-the-scenes, o -the-record kind of way.
Though awkward at first, Mercer and Grayson
are able to iron out their di erences and forge a
solid working relationship.

Out-Star-Trekking ‘Star Trek’

Like “Star Trek,” “The Orville” has a sup-
porting cast that adds layers of richness to the
story. Several of the supporting characters are
obviously based on characters from “Star Trek:
The Next Generation,” namely the robot Isaac

Continued on Page 14.
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Tributes

GLORIA GAIL SPERRY HUTCHINGS tassels, as she twirled a baton and the

Gail was born March 13,
1938 and is the oldest
child of Florence and
Arthur Sperry from Nephi,
Utah. Gail passed away on
July 3, 2022 in Salt Lake
City, Utah.

Never underestimate a
red head who is under 5
feet tall. As a little girl,

Gail attended school in
Salem and Spanish Fork, Utah. Gail could
memorize things quickly and had a beautiful
singing voice and enjoyed being the center of
attention. During school performances, she
had opportunities to share her talents by
singing and reciting poetry. During parades,
Gail loved wearing her white boots with white

marching band behind her.

Gail was spunky, classy and sassy. Gail
began modeling and eventually she became a
judge for beauty pageants. Gail had a talent
for creating beauty with cosmetics and would
help contestants with their makeup. Gail
became an entrepreneur when she opened
“Gail’'s Optical Boutique”, a shop located in
downtown Provo, Utah. Her shop was on the
2nd poor with steep stairs, but friends, family
and customers made the trip because Galil
would take time to visit with each person.

Eventually, she moved from the Salem and
Springville area to Salt Lake City, Utah. Galil
built a reputation of creating beauty while
working for cosmetic companies within large
department stores. Gail also received awards
and honors for outstanding customer service
while employed for a large hotel chain.

Gail loved animals, and they loved her. One
cat named “Blaine” could literally speak
English and tell time. When it was around
dinner time, Blaine would say, “ggggaaaiiill...
gggggaaaiiill... ” until Gail opened the door.
Gail also had a miniature greyhound named
Pinocchio and they would always twin by
wearing matching sweaters.

Gail, you are loved and will always be
remembered. Thanks for all the memories,
good laughs and strong friendships. Thank
you for being YOU!

Gail is preceded in death by her son Kirt
Hutchings, her parents Florence and Arthur
Sperry, and by Rodney Sperry her brother. Gail
is survived by her sister Karen Wigington of
Salem Utah, and by her brother, Bruce and his
wife Ronda Sperry of Salt Lake City, Utah.

TAKE CARE OF ALL THE

FUNERAL PRE-ARRANGEMENT
DETAILS AND GIVE YOURSELF
AND YOUR FAMILY THE PEACE-
OF-MIND YOU DESERVE.
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After working with Spring Creek Utah Mortuary, we feel that Steve may be one of the kindest humans
on the planet. He is thoughtful and both present when we needed and respectful of our space. He
accommodated our every wish for a meaningful service. The space is lovely and peaceful. ~ Laura P.

385-325-3131

\\ St (Orects

UTAH COUNTY MORTUARY

737 N Main, Springville | SpringCreekMortuary.com

THANK YOU to all of our fantastic ADVERTISERS & DISTRIBUTION LOCATIONS that make this FREE

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER a possibility! We hope you enjoy reading it. Share a copy with a friend!
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Viewpoint

Budgeting Don’ts for Parents

By Arianne Brown

Have you ever looked in your wallet to find that

your debit card is gone only to realize that it still
hasn’t been returned to you a er your teenage
daughter “borrowed” it to get lunch?

Yeah, me neither.

Actually, it and many other budgeting sabotag-
ers happen quite o en around these parts, e ec-
tively qualifying me (a mother of a lot of kids) to
give a list of budgeting don’ts for parents.

Don’t #1: Don’t give in to the “right
now’s”:

Urgency is a red flag that I am o en drawn to
because | love the color red. “l need money to go
to the movie,” one child says. “I need new ear-
rings now because my friend said the black ones
looked too ‘emo,”” another one said.

Too o en, | give into the “now’s” because I
avoid contention and struggle setting boundaries.

Hashtag: admitting you have a problem is the
first step.

Don’t #2: Online gaming is never ““Just
$27:

If you have a child in the 8 to 12-year-old range
who likes to play games like Roblox, you know
that there are a lot of things that are in the “Just
$2-$4” range. Let me tell you that when you
fall for the seemingly minuscule request enough
times, you will end up spending $20 on “Ro-
bucks,” which | am convinced will soon be Al
currency.

Don’t #3: Don’t feel guilty for saying no:

OK, while the other two “don’ts” are totally
honest-yet-silly, this one is serious.

Many of us grew up in households where “no”
was a regular occurrence, and guilt surrounding
money built our own framework around our
relationship with finances. | o en live in fear of

being that parent who perpetuates the money
abuse cycle, and so 1 o en give in.

I’'m here to tell you that swinging the pendulum
to the other side isn’t helpful either.

So, with a (near) empty bank account and a full
heart (let’s not talk about the two homecoming
dresses my daughter just bought), I leave you
with this list of Don’ts so that you can feel a little
less alone when you look the 200 Robucks in
your son’s Roblox account that very well could be
five gallons of milk in your refrigerator.

l:unngish

Etiquette for the Public Restroom

By Joe Capell

When you think of etiquette, you
probably think of fancy dinners and
knowing how to properly use your
salad fork.

Etiquette is
“the customary
code of polite
behavior in so-
ciety or among
members of
a particular
profession
or group.” (I
got that defi-
nition from
dictionary.com.) (Citing sources for
quotes is showing proper etiquette.)

But, one thing you probably don’t
think of when 1 say the word eti-
quette is a public restroom. “Eti-
quette” and “public restroom” don’t
really seem to go together, but I'm

here to tell you that they should.
Here are a few rules:

1. Flush the toilet--This is about
as simple as it gets: If you put some-
thing in the toilet, then you should
flush the toilet!

2. Do not put paper towels in
the toilets--Do you know the dif-
ference between a paper towel and
toilet paper? Of course you do! And
so, you should also know that paper
towels do NOT go in the toilet,
they go in the garbage. This isn’t
rocket science, people!

3. It’s called a urinal for a
reason--Men, a urinal is not an
ashtray or a garbage can. Here is a
partial, non-comprehensive list of
things that should not be put into
a urinal: paper towels, gum, gum

wrappers, soda cans, toilet paper,
coins, chewing tobacco, ashes, cig-
arettes, cigarette butts, or butts of
any kind.

4. When possible, give people
their personal space--If there are
multiple urinals or toilet stalls and
someone is already occupying one of
them, if possible, don’t use the uri-
nal or stall right next to them, give
them some space. For most people,
going to the bathroom is an activity
they prefer to do in privacy. No one
wants an audience. Of course, this
is dependent on the number of stalls
and urinals, and the number of peo-
ple wanting to use them. (I hear this
is never a problem in the women’s
restroom, because they always have
way more stalls than women want-
ing to use them.)

5. Don’t talk--The bathroom

is not a place for chit chat--unless
you’re warning me that the stall
I’m about to go into is out of toilet

paper.

6. Keep your phone in your
pocket--Don’t talk on your phone.
We don’t want to hear your conver-
sation. And we probably don’'t want
to hear the podcast you're listening
to, either. Also, since all phones
come with camera technology, it’s
best to keep them in your pocket-
-no one wants someone walking
around the restroom with a camera
in their hands.

When it comes right down to
it, this is the kind of etiquette we
should all be paying attention to,
isn’'t it? (Because no one really cares
if you’re using your salad fork prop-

erly.)
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FREE
Samples!

CR.
L\
CR MULCH

Drop Off Your Trees and Limbs
3900 Old Hwy 91

Nephi, UT Buy Directly

Exit 228 and North

on Hwy 91 From Us!
801—500—3013 (cut out the middle man)

()

Bark Playground Chips Soils

Natural Muleh

Premium Natural Shredded Mulch 1/4” to 1" is ONLY $39 a yard
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